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as official historian Chastellain permits his doubts of the duke's wisdom 
to appear, and his apprehension of impending misfortunes foreshadows 
the disaster of Nancy occurring two years after the writer's death. 

In his consideration of the Opuscules and Poesies of Chastellain, 
M. Perouse shows the same sympathetic and critical acumen as in 
dealing with the Ckronique. In the occasional works the subjects are 
always connected with the Franco-Burgundian crises and always used 
to develop the author's fundamental feudal principles. There are some 
interesting passages, some vivid pictures, but the choice of words is 
often very tiresome. His diction is far more labored and affected than 
in the Chronique. 

The poems are the least poetic portion of the man's work. The 
sparks of divine fire that flash out from time to time in his prose, the 
dramatic power shown in his narrative, do not illumine the long-drawn- 
out rhymed disquisitions. It was natural to his time to feel that cer- 
tain topics demanded measure and every cultivated person was expected 
to use it. There are some poetic passages in Chastellain and he is cred- 
ited with the invention of one metre used freely by Cretin and Jean 
Masot. M. Perouse gives perhaps more honor to the poems than they 
deserve but that is the only criticism to be applied to his review. 

Ruth Putnam. 

Histoire de la Marine Frangaise. Tome IV. En Quete d'un 
Empire Colonial: Richelieu. Par Charles de la Ronciere, 
Conservateur-Adjoint, Chef de la Section de Geographie a la 
Bibliotheque Nationale. (Paris: Plon-Nourrit et Cie. 1910. 
Pp. 740.) 

There is something of the spirit of Richard Hakluyt in M. de la 
Ronciere — something of his patient devotion to completeness, his om- 
nivorousness, and above all his intense nationalism which glows be- 
neath the sober scholarship of his successor's massive documentation. 
The work has its defects but they are the defects of its qualities. It 
is not a naval history nor is it a history of colonial and commercial 
enterprise. It is an attempt to combine the two with excursuses into 
admiralty and trade organization. 

Though we may bow in respect to a man who dares to till so vast 
a field, we may regret he was not content with something more nearly 
within the compass of human endeavor. The outcome is a certain 
barrenness, for all the heroic husbandry — an intense growth but sparse 
fruition. We get an exhaustive if somewhat thin chronicle of minute 
naval enterprises, but very little that can throw light on the tactical or 
strategical progress of the time. There is little attempt moreover to get 
perspective and proportion by comparison with concurrent movements 
elsewhere. M. de la Ronciere's indifference to any point of view that 
lies outside France is indeed his main stumbling-block. The present 
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volume covers approximately the century that lies between 1550 and 
1650 and yet we have no word of the influence of the Anglo-Spanish 
struggle on French maritime developments and scarcely anything of the 
contribution of Menendez and the Duke of Osufia. In short it is the 
work of an archivist rather than that of a fully equipped historian. 

To deal faithfully with such a teeming work within the compass 
of a short review is impossible. Anglo-Saxon students on both sides 
of the ocean will probably seek most eagerly for new light upon the 
Elizabethan birth-time, and they will not seek in vain. Here we have 
from M. de la Ronciere a real contribution to history. Readers of the 
Elizabethan "Voyages" will recall the romantic meeting in 1573 be- 
tween Drake and a certain Huguenot captain called "Tetu", and they 
will remember how they joined forces and captured the Panama mule- 
trains together at the cost of the gallant Frenchman's life. We are now 
shown that episode for what it really was — no mere meeting of two irre- 
sponsible sea-rovers, but the coming into contact of two great imperial 
movements that for a while ran side by side to the terror of Spain. 
It is true that in telling the story M. de la Ronciere confuses two dif- 
ferent exploits of Drake, but that matters little beside the light he 
throws on who this " Tetu " was and why he was there. We are able 
to identify him now (no longer conjecturally) with the famous pilot 
and cosmographer Guillaume le Testu, the expert adviser of the adven- 
turous colonial group that centred first round Coligny and then round 
Catherine de' Medici and Philip Strozzi. We are shown how Le Testu 
had behind him personages and influences no less high than those which 
were pushing Drake forward and how each of them was charged with 
the first move in a high affair of state. In all respects the two mani- 
festations of national energy were curiously similar. In both cases it 
was a " Secret de la Reine " and under this title M. de la Ronciere deals 
with the strange story as it developed after Le Testu's death — the pirat- 
ical attempt to found a French colonial empire on the ruins of that of 
Portugal in South America. For the first time we are able to realize 
the true significance of the battle of the Azores and the breadth and 
promise of the policy which it brought to an end. 

Yet it is characteristic of M. de la Ronciere's method that he leaves 
the story incomplete. The mystery of the connection between the 
" Secret de la Reine " and the English episode of the " Strange Guest " 
is left unfathomed, and we still remain uncertain as to why it was that 
Drake and Hawkins almost at the last moment were not permitted to 
fight under Don Antonio's flag at Strozzi's side. The meeting and the 
parting of the French and English imperial movements! What more 
fascinating chapter is there in maritime history? Yet for all M. de la 
Ronciere's industry it still awaits the telling. The defeat of Strozzi by 
Santa-Cruz is really the central point of the book — it was in truth as 
he calls it, " La Debacle de la Marine ". At a blow the naval enterprise 
of France was crushed, and while Spain and England continued the 
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great sea contest alone, for France there was nothing but the trivial 
operations of the wars of the League and disconnected expeditions of 
little or no significance to all parts of the world. From their weary 
succession M. de la Ronciere permits us no relief till with the advent 
of the seventeenth century new spheres of interest begin to ripen in 
Canada and the Mediterranean. 

The volume concludes in a richer vein with the maritime revival 
under Richelieu. His centralization of the various admiralties and the 
consequent unification of the fleet are well shown as the backbone of His 
work. The whole process of the revolution and the new outburst of 
colonial venture that arose from it belong to the main stream of history 
and are well worth the care and industry which have been bestowed 
upon them. On the whole it may be asserted with confidence that if M. 
de la Ronciere's work is one that none but serious students will care to 
take in hand, it is also one that no serious student can afford to neglect. 
Those who have used his earlier volumes will know that this is no 
mere compliment and they may be assured that the present volume well 
maintains the quality and distinction of the rest. 

Julian S. Corbett. 

L' Organisation Financiere du Clerge de France a I'ftpoque de Louis 
XIV. Par Albert Cans, Professeur au Lycee de Reims. 
(Paris: Alphonse Picard et Fils. 1910. Pp. xvi, 323.) 

La Contribution du Clerge de France a I'Impbt pendant la Seconde 
Moitie du Regne de Louis XIV. (1689-1715). Par Albert 
Cans, Professeur au Lycee de Reims. (Paris: Alphonse Picard 
et Fils. 1910. Pp. xi, 105.) 

These volumes are the fruits of Professor Smile Bourgeois's new 
incumbency at the Sorbonne, M. Cans having followed him thither from 
the ficole Normale Superieure. The first volume is a thesis for the 
agrege d'histoire. The task was well worth doing, for we know far too 
little of the internal history of the reign of Louis XIV. To be sure the 
topic was not entirely new, for Maury contributed a series of articles 
to the Revue des Deux Monies in 1879-1880, but his treatment was 
disconnected, as he dealt with specific episodes only. As to the works of 
the Abbe Meric, L'Ancien Clerge de France (1890), and that of the 
Abbe Bourlon, Les Assemblies du Clerge de France (1906), the former 
covered too large a subject to treat adequately this particular topic, and 
the latter was one of a popular series upon science and religion. The 
present work is a fitting sequel to M. Serbat's admirable work, Les 
Assemblies du Clerge de France: Origines, Organisation, Developpe- 
ment, 1561-161$ (Paris, 1906). 

There is a formidable list of manuscript sources; the printed sources 
are significantly few. Their extreme importance may be appreciated 



